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    ABOUT THIS AUDIENCE GUIDEABOUT THIS AUDIENCE GUIDE
This  resource  i s  des igned to  enhance the
theatr ica l  exper ience of  every  s tudent .
Through teach ing  and learn ing  about  theatre
arts ,  th is  gu ide a ims to  insp i re  conversat ions
about ,  and understanding  of ,  the  p lay .

The act i v i t ies  o f fered in  th is  gu ide were
created to  prov ide  opportun i t ies  for  s tudents
to  pract ice  soc ia l  emot iona l  and 21st  Century
sk i l l s !  Us ing  the  4  Cs  (Creat iv i ty ,  Cr i t i ca l
Th ink ing ,  Communicat ion ,  and Col laborat ion)
s tudents  w i l l  have  fun and engage the i r
imag inat ions !

Wi th in  th is  gu ide you wi l l  f ind  in format ion
about  the  p laywr ight ,  the  book 's  author  and
i l lustrator  a long wi th  in format ion on the
actors  in  the  show.  A lso  inc luded in  th is  gu ide
are  d iscuss ion and wr i t ing  prompts  a long wi th
group act iv i t ies  that  encourage s tudents  to
th ink  about  the  product ion cr i t i ca l l y .  

These prompts  can eas i l y  be  modi f ied  to  f i t
most  wr i t ing  ob ject i ves  and ind iv idua l
curr icu lum.  P lease  fee l  f ree  to  ad just  these
mater ia ls  in  any  way  to  best  f i t  the  needs of
your  s tudents .

Author Note:
I thoroughly enjoyed creating this guide! I trust it will
be a helpful tool in your classroom. Please contact me

if you have any comments, questions, or concerns
michaela@fmct.org






ND State learning standardsND State learning standards
k-12 Theatre arts anchor
standard

Standard 1: Generate and conceptulize artistic ideas
and work.
Standard 2: Organize and develope artisic ideas and
work.
Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Standard 8: Construct meaningful interpretations of
artistic work.
Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.
Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and
personal experiences to create art.
Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with
societal, curtural, and historical context to deepen
understanding, including artistic ideas and works for
various cultures. 

visual arts anchor standard

Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas
and work.
Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and
work.
Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic
work.
Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.
Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and
personal experiences to make art. 
Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with
societal, cultural , and historical context to deepen
understanding. 

mathmatics standard

Standard 1.NBT.3: Compare two two-digit numbers
based on meaning of the tens and ones digits,
recording the results of comparisons with the
symbols <, >, and =. 
Standard 3.MD.3: Draw scaled picture graphs and
scaled bar graphs to represent data sets with several
categories. Solve one- and two-step “how many
more” and “how many less” problems using
information presented in scaled bar graphs.

21st Century skills & "the 4 Cs"
Critical Thinking
Creativity
Communication
Collaboration

Ela Standard

Standard SL.2: Determine the main ideas and
supporting details of a text read aloud or
information presented in diverse media and formats,
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
Standard W.3: Write narratives  to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using effective
technique, descriptive details and clear event
sequences. 
Standard W.8: With guidance and support from
adults, recall information from experiences or
gather information from provided sources to answer
a question.
Standard RF.3 for Grades K-5, Know and apply
grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in
decoding words.
Standard RL.3: Describe characters in a story (e.g.
their traits, motivations, or feelings) and their
actions.
Standard RL.4: Identify words and phrases in stories
or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the
senses. 
Standard RL.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and
poems when writing or speaking about a text, using
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe
how each successive part builds on earlier sections
Standard RL.6: Distinguish their own point of view
from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Standard RL.9: Compare and contrast the
adventures and experiences of characters in stories
Standard L.1: Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and usage
when writing or speaking.
Standard L.3: Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or
listening. 
Standard L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade level reading and content, choosing
flexibly from an array of strategies. 

The following standards assume the script of the play as the "text" - one could also use the
corresponding Mo Willems books as supporting "text" for these standards.



color coordination guide

About the Author and
Lyricist:

Mo Willems is a number one
New York Times best-selling
author and illustrator. He has
been awarded a Caldecott
Honor, and was an inaugural
inductee into the Indies Choice
Picture Book Hall of Fame for
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the
Bus! His Elephant & Piggie early
reader series has been
rewarded two Theodor Seuss
Geisel Medals, and five Geisel
Honors. Mo Willems started his
career as a Sesame Street writer
and animator, garnering six
Emmy Awards in his time. 

About Elephant & Piggie's : We Are In A Play
Gerald and Piggie are the best of friends, and they can't wait to
see what their day will bring! They go to a party hosted by the
Squirrelles, wear silly costumes, learn new dances and share
some ice cream! They're having a PERFECT day, until Gerald
accidentally breaks Piggie's new toy. They have to deal with big
feelings and how to make things better to get their friendship
back on track!

About the Composer:
Deborah Wicks La Puma is a
composer, music director and
orchestrator. She is one of the
most-produced Theatre for
Young Audiences artists
working today. La Puma grew up
in Brazil,  Portugal, and
California as a self-proclaimed
"Navy brat". She has worked
with a myriad of playwrights to
create diverse works, including
bestselling children's author Mo
Willems. Together they have
created Elephant & Piggie's: We
Are In A Play; Naked Mole Rat
Gets Dressed: The Rock
Experience; and  Don't Let the
Pigeon Drive the Bus: The
Musical. La Puma is a member
of TYA USA/ASSITEJ, ASCAP
and The Dramatists Guild.
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Shanna Franzen is Piggie
Shanna is super incredibly awesomely fantastically excited about being part of this fun show with her new
friends! When she's not playing fun characters onstage, Shanna works as the Community Engagement
Director for FMCT. She has been performing with FMCT for over 20 years but this is her very first TYA
show! Shanna lives in Moorhead with her 3 awesome kids Asha, Noah & Finn, and her partner Ryan, plus
their 3 cats, 3 dogs and 1 betta fish.

Connor Murphy is Elephant Gerald
Connor is a 2020 MSUM graduate with degrees in Theatre, Music, Psychology, and Dance. He is active in
the FM community; doing Murder Mystery productions with FMCT, and participating in local Drag shows.
This is Connor's first musical in over a year, and his second ever FMCT musical. In his spare time, Connor
enjoys running, and playing piano!

Meri  Quanbeck is Squirrelle 1
This is Meri Quanbeck's first children's production since 1984. She has two grown children and two small
dogs. Growing up, her father ranched cattle, and nearby neighbors raised sheep and pigs. Mrs. Q has
directed an area youth Shakespeare troupe for the past 9 years. She will be happily humming the tunes to
this show for a long, long time.

Michaela Pytlik is Squirrelle 2
Michaela is so happy to be a part of such an imaginative and silly play!  This will be her first TYA play, but
her 5th FMCT production. She has also been performing for over a decade. When she is not performing,
Michaela works full time teaching theatre at FMCT as the Education Coordinator. She loves reading,
dancing, singing, acting, and playing with her dog, Tonks. When Michaela was little she loved to play
Barbies and read Harry Potter! She is so excited to be a Squirrelle and to be performing in a show from the
world of Mo Willems, her favorite children's book author!

Hannah Hunter is Squirrelle 3
Hannahmarie is excited to be in her first FMCT show! She is no stranger to the stage, working for 15 years
as a company member in the Young Actors Guild and performing in the Disney Parks for her college
internship. New to the Fargo-Moorhead area, Hannahmarie enjoys exploring and learning about her new
home town. Growing up Hannahmarie has lived in 7 different states. Now as an adult she’s excited to call
North Dakota her new home. HannahMarie believes every day should be Star Wars Day and can’t live a
day without sweet tea. 

Ryan Dorrheim is Dog, Penguin, & Mr. Stage Manager
Ryan is grateful for the opportunity to be in his 3rd production with FMCT. He’s been pretty fond of
children’s books and loves making them come to life when he reads to his own children by making funny
voices and acting out scenes. When Ryan was little, he had stuffed animals and even a doll where he
imagined they were brave characters in far away lands. Now that Ryan is a bit older, he’s a retired police
officer and currently works for Microsoft where he isn’t afraid to make silly voices, play Minecraft, and
share experiences to make others happy. I think his smile says it all.

Miranda Pautzke - Director
Miranda Pautzke has just graduated from NDSU with a degree in theatre, with an emphasis is directing
and education. She has assistant directed multiple shows in college such as The Crucible, Into the Woods,
and Late: A Cowboy Song! Miranda has a love for being goofy and creating art! 

Miranda Peterson - Music Director/Choreographer
Miranda is enjoying her time on this show teaching grown ups to sing and dance! In the past her
choreography credits include youth shows like The Addams Family:Young@Part, Cinderella Kids, and
various show choirs. She also coaches dance teams in the area. Miranda loves to be a part of theatre,
whether it is working as a director, or choreographer, or performing onstage herself! When she is not at
the theater, she teaches music in West Fargo Public Schools. 



F o c u s  a l l  o f  y o u r
a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  p l a y !

L i s t e n  c l o s e l y  t o  a l l  t h a t
h a p p e n s  o n  s t a g e .  N o t i c e

a l l  t h e  s c e n e r y ,  l i g h t s  a n d
c o s t u m e s .  T h e s e  a l l  h e l p
t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  c r e a t e

t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  p l a y .

Stay in
your seat

during the
entire
show.

WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO BE A

GOOD
AUDIENCE
MEMBER?

T a l k i n g
d i s t r a c t s  t h e

p e o p l e  a r o u n d
y o u  w h o  a r e

t r y i n g  t o
w a t c h  t h e

s h o w .  K e e p
y o u r  v o i c e  a t

a  l e v e l  0 .  

Get involved in the
story! Laugh when

something is funny, cry
if something is sad, gasp

if it is surprising and
clap after something

happens that you enjoy.
Remember to be

respectful to those
around you.

U s e  y o u r  b e s t
m a n n e r s  a t  a l l

t i m e s .



I f  y o u  n e e d  t o
l e a v e  y o u r  s e a t ,
s a y  " E x c u s e  m e "

a n d  " T h a n k  y o u " .



P O S T  V I EW I N G  A C T I V I T I E S

If you were an actor, 
what character in 
Elephant & Piggie 

would you want to 
play? Why?

What did you learn
while watching the

show? What do you 
think the lesson 
of this show is?

Can you think of three 
words that describe 

Elephant & Piggie's: We
Are in a Play!

Are there actors who 
played more than one

character? What are some
ways you can be the 

same person and play 
different characters?

Think back to Mo 
Willems' books, now that
you've watched the play, 

what's the same?
What is 

different?

What did you enjoy
about the costumes?
Did they help to tell

the story?



Cease: (verb)
bring or come
to an end

Delirious:
(adjective) wild with
excitement or
enthusiasm

Despair:
(noun) the
complete loss of
hope

Apparatus:
(noun)
equipment
needed for a
particular activity
or purpose

Predicament:
(noun) difficult,
unnecessary, or
embarrassing
situation

Consequence:
(noun) a result,
either positive
or negative, of
an action or
condition

Menace:
(noun) a
person or
thing likely to
cause harm

Culmination: 
(verb) the
highest or
climactic point
of something

Pachyderm:
(noun) large
mammal with
thick skin,
another word for
elephant

Assumption:
(noun)
something that
is accepted as
truth, without
proof

Here are some words mentioned during the
show, def init ions and parts of  speech.

As a chal lenge,  see i f  the students can use
these words in the fol lowing writ ing act iv i t ies.

Vocabulary

Swine:
(noun) a pig



Writing Activities

If you were a Mo Willems character, what would you be? Draw yourself as
that character on a piece of paper. Give yourself a name, and write a
couple of sentences about your life.

K - 4

Write your own story in the world of Elephant & Piggie. What might they do
after the show was over? Make sure to include a beginning, a middle and
an end in your story. 

2 - 4

Elephant and Piggie are the BEST of BEST FRIENDS! They love to do things
together. Write about your best friend and how you can show your
friend(s) how much you care!

2 - 4

Piggie is invited to a party hosted by the Squirrelles and gets to bring
Gerald. They do not know what kind of party they are going to attend. What
is your favorite kind of party? Write about what your dream party would be
like!

K - 4

K - 4

Elephant and Piggie both help each other throughout this show, and in
their books. They show kindness, compassion, and caring for one another
and those around them. How do you show kindness and caring for the
people in your life?

2 - 4

Piggie is SO excited to show Gerald her new toy, but has trouble letting Gerald
look at it and take a turn. Think about your favorite toy and list at least three
reasons why it is your favorite. Then write about the best way to share your toy
with your friends!



In a cause and effect relationship, one event leads another to happen. The cause is why it
happened, and the effect is what happened.



On one side of this page is the "cause" column. The other side is the "effect" column. 



Using these events from Elephant & Piggie's: We Are In A Play, draw a line to match the

acceptable cause on the left to its effect on the right. 

CAUSE EFFECT
Elephant and Piggie get

invited to a dance party.

Gerald throws Piggie's new

toy.

Elephant notices there are

people watching he and

Piggie.

Elephant thinks for a long time

if he should share his ice

cream with Piggie.

Elephants ice cream cone

melts.







Elephant gets sad because

he cannot dance.







Elephant, Piggie, Squirelles,

and Penguin discover they

are in a play!







 Piggie's toy breaks, and she

gets mad.

C r i t i c a l  T h i n k i n g
A c t i v i t y :  C a u s e  &  E f f e c t



Activity: Word Scramble

E I C     E A M C R

W H E N  T H E  W O R D S  H A V E  B E E N  U N S C R A M B L E D ,  T H E  N E X T  S T E P  I S  T O
U S E  T H O S E  W O R D S  T O  F I L L  I N  T H E  B L A N K S  B E L O W .  

T h e  t w o  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h i s  s h o w  a r e  G e r a l d ,  t h e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

a n d  P i g g i e ,  t h e _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  T h e y  a r e  b e s t  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !

G e r a l d  w o r r i e s  t h a t  h e  a n d  P i g g i e  w i l l  g e t  i n t o  a  q u a r r e l ,  o r
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e  k i n d  o f  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  w i t h  u n i n t e n d e d
c o n s e q u e n c e s .

P i g g i e  g e t s  a n  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  t h e  S q u i r r e l l e s  t o  a t t e n d  a
S w i m m y  F a n c y  C o s t u m e  D a n c y  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .  

T o  t h a n k  G e r a l d  f o r  h e l p i n g  h e r  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ,  P i g g i e
p l a y s  t h e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t o  t r y  a n d  s p e a k  ' E l e p h a n t ' .  

T h e  p e n g u i n  d e l i v e r s  _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  f r o m  h i s  c a r t .  I t ' s  v e r y
c o l d !

A l l  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w e a r  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  a n d  f i g u r e  o u t
t h e y  a r e  i n  a  p l a y ,  t a k i n g  p l a c e  o n  a  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !

T U S M E C O 

P E T R T M U

D I C M R P E A E  N T 

D E R N I F S

G E S T A

P R Y A T

T I O N V I A T I N

G P I

T E P N E L H A



U n s c r a m b l e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s

t o  d i s c o v e r  i m p o r t a n t
w o r d s  f r o m  E l e p h a n t  &

P i g g i e ' s :  W e  A r e  I n  a  P l a y !  





Wo r d s e a r c h
These words appear in Elephant & Piggie's: We Are In a Play! Can you find them in this

search? The words are hidden either horizontally or vertically!




 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


A C T I V I T I Y :  P A R T Y  P O L L
There are a lot  of  di f ferent types of  part ies.  In this  show, Elephant and
Piggie prepare for a few di f ferent k inds before they end up at  a dance
party.  After ,  use the information to f i l l  out the quest ions below. When
everyone is  done the c lass can compare notes and f igure out what the
class thinks we should have for the taco party .

Which kind of  party has the most votes? ______________________________

Which party has the least? ____________________________________________

There are more people who l ike _______________ than ____________________  

How many people l ike the same party as you do? _______________________

Pool Party Dance Party
Costume

Party

Hot dog
PartyFancy Party



A C T I V I T I Y :  MO R E  T H A N ,  L E S S

T H A N ,  O R  E QUA L  T O ?
Using the symbols < ,  >,  and = ,  compare the fol lowing sets of  objects from
Elephant & Piggie 's  day!



A C T I V I T I Y :  MAZE
Below is  a maze to get Piggie to Gerald.  Help these

best fr iends f ind each other!

You did it Piggie!You did it Piggie!



Before Gerald and Piggie can attend the
Squirrel les '  party ,  they need to get  ready!  Draw

party suppl ies ,  and outf i ts  for  Elephant & Piggie.

P i g g i e ' s  F i r s t  P a r t y !



He-Man and She-Ra

May 31 - June 3

"For the honor of Grayskull!" This storytelling

class will include reading, writing, dramatic

play, and of course some fundamental superhero

skills!




Disney's Sidekicks

June 13 - 17 

Join your favorite pals as the sidekicks take

over! This musical theatre class will have

students practicing music and dance skills, and

have them participating in story creation!




Maleficent

June 20 - 24

"Listen well, you all!" Students will explore

music, choreography, and acting basics while

telling the story of the beautiful princess

cursed to sleep 100 years.




Junie B. Jones

June 27 - July 1

Come ride the "stinky, smelly bus" and be a

"party animal" with Junie B. This storytelling

class will include reading, writing, dramatic

play, and of course shenanigans in the style of

the mischievous Junie B. Jones!



Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles

May 31 - June 3

 "COWABUNGA!" This storytelling class will

include reading, writing, dramatic play, and of

course some fabulous ninja and superhero

skills!




Percy Jackson

June 6 - 10

"They're - myths!" This class will have students

reading and writing while having a blast

learning Greek mythology and exploring their

creativity.




Broadway's Disney

June 13 - 17

Join your favorite Disney shows that have

graced the stage on Broadway! This musical

theatre class will have students practicing

music and dance skills, and have them

participating in story creation!
 




Kindergarten

- 2nd grade
3rd - 5th 

grade



Based on the popular Disney Channel Original Movies, Disney's Descendants: The Musical is a

brand-new musical comedy featuring the beloved characters and hit songs from the films!

It is present-day, and in the kingdom of Auradon, all of Disney’s beloved heroes and royalty are

living happily ever after, safe from the terrifying villains and troublesome sidekicks they have

banished to the magic-free Isle of the Lost. That is until Ben, the benevolent teenage son of

Belle and King Adam (The Beast), offers a chance of redemption for the troublemaking offspring

of the evilest villains. Mal, Evie, Jay and Carlos – the children of Maleficent, the Evil Queen,

Cruella De Vil, and Jafar – are welcomed to Auradon Prep to attend school with the children of

their parents’ sworn enemies. Now entering a completely foreign world and way of life, the four

Villain Kids have a difficult choice to make: should they follow in their parents’ wicked

footsteps or learn to be good?




