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FMCT MISSION STATEMENT
"Enriching our greater community through 

engaging theatrical and educational 
opportunities of high artistic quality."



    ABOUT THIS AUDIENCE GUIDEABOUT THIS AUDIENCE GUIDE
This  resource  i s  des igned to  enhance the
theatr ica l  exper ience of  every  s tudent .
Through teach ing  and learn ing  about  theatre
arts ,  th is  gu ide a ims to  insp i re  conversat ions
about ,  and understanding  of ,  the  p lay .

The act i v i t ies  o f fered in  th is  gu ide were
created to  prov ide  opportun i t ies  for  s tudents
to  pract ice  soc ia l  emot iona l  and 21st  Century
sk i l l s !  Us ing  the  4  Cs  (Creat iv i ty ,  Cr i t i ca l
Th ink ing ,  Communicat ion ,  and Col laborat ion)
s tudents  w i l l  have  fun and engage the i r
imag inat ions !

Wi th in  th is  gu ide you wi l l  f ind  in format ion
about  the  p laywr ight ,  the  book 's  author  and
i l lustrator  a long wi th  in format ion on the
actors  in  the  show.  A lso  inc luded in  th is  gu ide
are  d iscuss ion and wr i t ing  prompts  a long wi th
group act iv i t ies  that  encourage s tudents  to
th ink  about  the  product ion cr i t i ca l l y .  

These prompts  can eas i l y  be  modi f ied  to  f i t
most  wr i t ing  ob ject i ves  and ind iv idua l
curr icu lum.  P lease  fee l  f ree  to  ad just  these
mater ia ls  in  any  way  to  best  f i t  the  needs of
your  s tudents .

Author Note:
I thoroughly enjoyed creating this guide! I trust it will 
be a helpful tool in your classroom. Please contact me 

if you have any comments, questions, or concerns
michaela@fmct.org

 



Learning StandardsLearning Standards
k-12 Theatre arts anchor 
standard

Standard 1: Generate and conceptulize artistic ideas 
and work.
Standard 2: Organize and develope artisic ideas and 
work.
Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Standard 8: Construct meaningful interpretations of 
artistic work.
Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.
Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and 
personal experiences to create art.
Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with 
societal, curtural, and historical context to deepen 
understanding, including artistic ideas and works for 
various cultures. 

visual arts anchor standard

Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas 
and work.
Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and 
work.
Standard 7: Perceive and analyze artistic work.
Standard 8: Interpret intent and meaning in artistic 
work.
Standard 9: Apply criteria to evaluate artistic work.
Standard 10: Synthesize and relate knowledge and 
personal experiences to make art. 
Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with 
societal, cultural , and historical context to deepen 
understanding. 

mathmatics standard

Standard 1.NBT.3: Compare two two-digit numbers
based on meaning of the tens and ones digits,
recording the results of comparisons with the
symbols <, >, and =. 
Standard 3.MD.3: Draw scaled picture graphs and
scaled bar graphs to represent data sets with several
categories. Solve one- and two-step “how many
more” and “how many less” problems using
information presented in scaled bar graphs.
Standard 4.OA.5: Generate a number or shape pattern
that follows a given rule.

21st Century skills & "the 4 Cs"
Critical Thinking
Creativity
Communication
Collaboration

Ela Standard

Standard SL.2: Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
Standard W.3: Write narratives  to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details and clear event 
sequences. 
Standard W.8: With guidance and support from 
adults, recall information from experiences or 
gather information from provided sources to answer 
a question.
Standard RF.3 for Grades K-5, Know and apply 
grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words.
Standard RL.3: Describe characters in a story (e.g. 
their traits, motivations, or feelings) and their 
actions.
Standard RL.4: Identify words and phrases in stories 
or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the 
senses. 
Standard RL.5: Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and 
poems when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe 
how each successive part builds on earlier sections
Standard RL.6: Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Standard RL.9: Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of characters in stories
Standard L.1: Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar and usage 
when writing or speaking.
Standard L.3: Use knowledge of language and its 
conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or 
listening. 
Standard L.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grade level reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from an array of strategies. 

The following standards assume the script of the play as the "text" - one could also use the 
corresponding Mo Willems books as supporting "text" for these standards.



color coordination guide

About the Author and Lyricist:
Mo Willems is a number one New
York Times best-selling author and
illustrator. He has been awarded a
Caldecott Honor, and was an
inaugural inductee into the Indies
Choice Picture Book Hall of Fame for
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!
His Elephant & Piggie early reader
series has been rewarded two
Theodor Seuss Geisel Medals, and
five Geisel Honors. Mo Willems
started his career as a Sesame Street
writer and animator, garnering six
Emmy Awards in his time. 

About Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! The Musical!
It 's not easy being the Pigeon-you never get to do ANYTHING! But 
when the Bus Driver has a crisis that threatens to make her 
passengers (gasp!) late, maybe that wily bird CAN do something.
Featuring an innovative mix of songs, and feathers, Don't Let the 
Pigeon Drive the Bus! The Musical! is sure to get everyone's wings 
flapping.

About the Composer:
Deborah Wicks La Puma is a
composer, music director and
orchestrator. She is one of the
most-produced Theatre for Young
Audiences artists working today.
La Puma grew up in Brazil ,
Portugal, and California as a self-
proclaimed "Navy brat". She has
worked with a myriad of
playwrights to create diverse
works, including bestselling
children's author Mo Willems.
Together they have created
Elephant & Piggie's: We Are In A
Play; Naked Mole Rat Gets
Dressed: The Rock Experience; and
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus:
The Musical. La Puma is a member
of TYA USA/ASSITEJ, ASCAP and
The Dramatists Guild.

About the Author and Lyricist:
Mr. Warburton is best known as the
creator of the action-packed original
series Codename: Kids Next Door. He
has helped produce, design, and
direct many other animated shows.
Recent projects include collaborating
with his best pal, children's book
author Mo Willems, on a musical
based on Mo's best-selling book Don't
Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus for the
Kennedy Center as well as an
animated production of Naked Mole
Rat Gets Dressed: The Rock Opera
Experience
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Shanna Franzen - Director/Music Director
Shanna fell in love with TYA shows last year when she played Piggie in "Elephant and Piggie". She is 
super excited to be back, this time in the director's seat working with this very talented cast. When 
she's not playing fun characters onstage here, Shanna works as the Community Engagement 
Director for FMCT. Shanna lives in Moorhead with her 3 awesome kids Asha, Noah & Finn, and her 
partner Ryan, plus their 3 dogs and 3 cats. She hopes you have the best time ever at this show, and 
reminds you: don't let the Pigeon drive the bus!

Eve Chambers - Pigeon 
Eve enjoys theater, singing and dancing, art, writing, and competing in science fairs. She is excited to 
be a part of this production! Some of her previous productions with FMCT include The Charlie Brown 
Christmas (Violet), Murder in the Library (also Violet), Elf (Tiara), and Miracle on 34th Street. Eve 
appreciates her family’s support and her younger sisters’ patience as they spend time in the car 
getting her to and from the theater. Attending classes and camps continue to hone skills, but she 
also finds each opportunity and experience on stage provides incredible lessons beyond the 
classroom. “Performing in front of an audience is both a giving and receiving experience. The laughs 
and applause is fuel for a high-energy show.”

Michaela Pytlik - The Bus Driver
Michaela is so happy to be a part of such an imaginative and silly play!  This is her second TYA play, 
but her 7th FMCT production. She has also been performing for over a decade. When she is not 
performing, Michaela works full time teaching theatre at FMCT as the Education Coordinator. She 
loves reading, dancing, singing, acting, and playing with her dog, Tonks. When Michaela was little 
she loved to play Barbies and read Harry Potter! She is so excited to be the bus driving Bus Driver, 
and to be performing in a show from the world of Mo Willems, her favorite children's book author!

Jacob Kalvoda - Business Man, Hot Dog Vendor, Backup Bus 1
Jacob has been in 12 shows with FMCT; being on the stage and playing his bass guitar and/or tuba, 
BUT this is his first TYA show with FMCT! He is very excited to play the Hot Dog Vendor and the 
Business Man! Jacob has been in theatre since 3rd grade and not slowing down anytime soon. 
When he is not on the stage, he works for Tri-City United Soccer Club as a Site Supervisor. That 
means he's in charge...sometimes!  Jacob also plays soccer in the goalkeeping position, and when
he's not doing theatre or soccer, he likes spending time with the family or watching/adding movies 
to his ever-growing Blu-Ray collection.

Beth Jensen - Teenager, Duckling, Backup Bus 3
Beth is excited to be a part of her first FMCT show! She grew up in Jamestown ND and was a part of 
numerous theater productions from the ages of 5-18. She graduated in 2013 and moved to Fargo to 
attend NDSU and took a long break from theater productions until now! She has worked at Aldevron 
for 3 years and enjoys camping, doing puzzles and crafts and hanging out with her dogs in her spare 
time.  

Miranda Pautzke - Little Old Lady, City Worker, Backup Bus 2
Miranda Pautzke is excited to be in another TYA show with FMCT! She graduated with a theatre 
DEGREE in 2021, first in her family I might add! She had the honor of directing the last 2 shows 
"Elephant and Piggie" and "Dragons Love Tacos"! Making people laugh is the ultimate joy in life! 
BIRD SEED!  

Abby Kocher - The Bus, Bus Driver's Mom, Puppy, City Worker 2
Abby is SO excited to be part of this pigeony, bussy performance! This is Abby's second FMCT 
performance and first TYA show. Abby's favorite things to do as a kid were exploring outside, 
making up imaginary stories, and reading Roald Dahl books. Currently she enjoys road tripping in 
her van, hiking, kayaking, and hanging out with her cats Peach and Clementine. 



F o c u s  a l l  o f  y o u r
a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  p l a y !

L i s t e n  c l o s e l y  t o  a l l  t h a t
h a p p e n s  o n  s t a g e .  N o t i c e

a l l  t h e  s c e n e r y ,  l i g h t s  a n d
c o s t u m e s .  T h e s e  a l l  h e l p
t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  c r e a t e

t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h e  p l a y .

Stay in
your seat

during the
entire
show.

WHAT DOES IT
MEAN TO BE A

GOOD
AUDIENCE
MEMBER?

T a l k i n g
d i s t r a c t s  t h e

p e o p l e  a r o u n d
y o u  w h o  a r e

t r y i n g  t o
w a t c h  t h e

s h o w .  K e e p
y o u r  v o i c e  a t

a  l e v e l  0 .  

Get involved in the
story! Laugh when

something is funny, cry
if something is sad, gasp

if it is surprising and
clap after something

happens that you enjoy.
Remember to be

respectful to those
around you.

U s e  y o u r  b e s t
m a n n e r s  a t  a l l

t i m e s .
 

I f  y o u  n e e d  t o
l e a v e  y o u r  s e a t ,
s a y  " E x c u s e  m e "

a n d  " T h a n k  y o u " .



If you were an actor, 
what character in 
Don't Let the Pigeon

Drive the Bus!
would you want to 

play? Why?

What did you learn
while watching the

show? What do you 
think the lesson 
of this show is?

Can you think of three 
words that describe 

Don't Let the Pigeon Drive
the Bus! The Musical?

Are there actors who 
played more than one

character? What are some
ways you can be the 

same person and play 
different characters?

Think back to Mo 
Willems' books, now that
you've watched the play, 

what's the same?
What is 

different?

What did you enjoy
about the costumes?
Did they help to tell

the story?

After viewing questions:



Driven:
(adjective)
determined to
succeed

Stark:(adjective)
empty, or simple

Rhetorical:
(adjective) asked
merely for effect
with no answer
expected

Exasperating:
(adjective)
causing strong
feelings of
irritation or
annoyance

Vendor:
(noun) one that
sells

Emporium:
(noun) a store
carrying many
different kinds
of merchandise

Existential
crisis:(noun)
feelings and
questions we
have to do with
the meaning
and purpose of
life

Impending:
(adjective)
occuring, or
likely to occur
soon

Superfluous:
(adjective)
exceeding what
is sufficient or
necessary, EXTRA

Aspiration:
(noun) a strong
desire to achieve  
something high
or great

Here are some words mentioned during the
show, def init ions and parts of  speech.

As a chal lenge,  see i f  the students can use
these words in the fol lowing writ ing act iv i t ies.

Vocabulary



Writing Activities

If you were a Mo Willems character, what would you be? Draw yourself as
that character on a piece of paper. Give yourself a name, and write a
couple of sentences about your life.

K - 4

Write your own story as Pigeon. What do you want and what is your
obstacle? Make sure to include a beginning, a middle and an end in your
story. 

2 - 4

Pigeon is tenacious (determined/ambitious). When he finds something he
likes, he doesn't give up until he gets what he wants. Write about a time
where you REALLY wanted something and how you got what you wanted.

2 - 4

Should Pigeon get to drive the bus? Why, or why not? Make sure to use
punctuation and capital letters!K - 4

Pigeon and the Bus Driver help each other fulfill their dreams and achieve
their goals. They show kindness, compassion, and caring for one another
and those around them. How do you show kindness and caring for the
people in your life?

2 - 4

K - 4
Summarize the story of "Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus: The Musical". What
happened in the beginning? What happened in the middle? How did it end?
Make sure to use details from the story, and use your best writing and editing
skills!



In a cause and effect relationship, one event leads another to happen. The cause is why it
happened, and the effect is what happened.

 
On one side of this page is the "cause" column. The other side is the "effect" column. 

 
Using these events from Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus!, draw a line to match the

acceptable cause on the left to its effect on the right. 

CAUSE EFFECT

The Little Old Lady throws

birdseed by the bus.

The Bus Driver teaches Pigeon

to flap his wings.

The City Worker puts up a sign

for the new airport!

Pigeon meets the Bus Driver

and sees the bus for the first

time!

Pigeon learns how to fly and

goes around the city to warn

the bus passengers.

 

 

Pigeon wants to drive the

bus!

 

 

The bus engine can't start.

 

 

 

Pigeon wants to drive an

airplane!

C r i t i c a l  T h i n k i n g
A c t i v i t y :  C a u s e  &  E f f e c t



Activity: Word Scramble

W H E N  T H E  W O R D S  H A V E  B E E N  U N S C R A M B L E D ,  T H E  N E X T  S T E P  I S  T O
U S E  T H O S E  W O R D S  T O  F I L L  I N  T H E  B L A N K S  B E L O W .  

T h e  t w o  m a i n  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h i s  s h o w  a r e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

a n d  T h e  B u s  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !

V r o o o m ,  v r r o o o m ,  v r o o o m ,  v a r o o m !  T h e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  o f
t h e  b u s  i s  r o a r i n g  a n d  f e e l i n g  f i n e !

T h e  L i t t l e  O l d  L a d y ,  t h e  B u s i n e s s  M a n ,  a n d  t h e  T e e n a g e r  a r e  s o
h a p p y  t o  h a v e  p u b l i c  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ !

O h  n o !  T h e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  h a s  b r o k e n  d o w n  a n d  n o w  t h e
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  m i g h t  b e  l a t e !
  

T h e  B u s  D r i v e r  i s  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  b u s  e n g i n e ,  b u t  t h e i r
b i g g e r  w o r r y  i s  t h e  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  t h e i r  p a s s e n g e r s  a r e
f e e l i n g !

T h e  B u s  D r i v e r  n e e d s  P i g e o n ' s  h e l p !  H e  n e e d s  t o  f l y ,  b u t . . .  h e
d o e s n ' t  k n o w  h o w ,  t h e  B u s  D r i v e r  n e e d s  t o  t e a c h  h i m  h o w  t o
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  h i s  w i n g s !

P N I O E G 

D R I R V E

T N R O A I N T S A P T O R

P F A L

E E N N G I

C P I N A

P R A E S S G N E S

S B U

 
U n s c r a m b l e  t h e s e  l e t t e r s

t o  d i s c o v e r  i m p o r t a n t
w o r d s  f r o m  D o n ' t  L e t  t h e

P i g e o n  D r i v e  t h e  B u s !  
 



Wo r d s e a r c h
These words appear in Elephant & Piggie's: We Are In a Play! Can you find them in this

search? The words are hidden either horizontally or vertically!



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

A C T I V I T I Y :  H O T D O G  P O L L
There are a lot  of  di f ferent toppings you can put on a hot dog.  In this
show Pigeon wants a hot dog,  but the Hot Dog Vendor won't  g ive him one.
Help Pigeon decide what toppings to put on his hot dog!  Pol l  your c lass
and discover how your c lassmates feel  about hot dog toppings!

Which toppping has the most votes? ______________________________

Which topping has the least? ___________________________________________

There are more people who l ike _______________ than ____________________  

How many people l ike the same topping as you do?______________________

Ketchup Mustard Relish ChiliCheese



A C T I V I T I Y :  F O L L OW  T H E  RU L E
Using the rule "Add 3" f ind the sum of the objects throughout Pigeon's
day!

+ 3

+ 3

+ 3

+ 3



A C T I V I T I Y :  MO R E  T H A N ,  L E S S

T H A N ,  O R  E QUA L  T O ?
Using the symbols < ,  >,  and = ,  compare the fol lowing sets of  objects from
Pigeon's day!



A C T I V I T I Y :  MAZE
         Below is  a maze to get Pigeon to the bus before the  

 dr ive gets back!



Make your own tenacious pigeon
by fol lowing the guided drawing

below!

D r a w  t h e  P i g e o n



Kindergarten - 2nd grade

3rd-5th grade

How to train your dragon

june 5 - 9

"legend says that when the ground quakes 

or lava spews from the earth, it's dragons." 

This storytelling class will include reading, 

writing, dramatic play, and of course some 

fundamental hero skills!

 

 

 

Decades of disney

June 12 - 16 

Join your favorite disney characters this summer 

to journey through the ages. this musical theatre 

class will have students practicing music and 

dance skills, and have them putting their story 

creation skills to paper!

 

alice explores wonderland

June 20 - 24

"we're all mad here" Students will 

explore music, choreography, and acting 

basics while telling the story of the 

curious young lady who falls down 

the rabbit hole.

seussical

june 5 - 9

"oh the things you can think!" this musical 

theatre class will have students practicing 

music and dance skills, and have them 

putting their story creation skills to paper!

 

 

monsters & myths

june 26 - 30

"We know everything! past. present. and 

future...." listen to the fates, consult the 

oracle and find your path to becoming a hero 

in this creative camp! This storytelling class 

will include reading, writing, dramatic play, 

and of course some fundamental hero skills!

 

 

Matilda 

june 19 - 23

we're looking for "revolting children" to 

join matilda and the rest of crunchem hall 

elementary this summer! this musical theatre 

class will have students practicing music 

and dance skills, and have them putting their 

story creation skills to paper!

 

 

harry potter

june 5 - 9

"You might belong in gryffindor, where dwell 

the brave at heart...you might belong in 

hufflepuff, where they are just and 

loyal...or yet in wise old ravenclaw if 

you're a ready mind...or perhaps in slytherin, 

those cunning folk use any means, to 

achieve their ends." reading, and writing, and 

magic.... oh my!

 

 

 

Into the Woods

june 26 - 30

Join FMCT in this week of adventure with 

cinderella, jack, and so many more as we 

journey "Into the woods and out of the 

woods, and home before dark!" this musical 

theatre class will have students practicing 

music and dance skills, and have them 

putting their story creation skills to paper!

 

addam's family

june 12 - 16

they're creepy and they're kooky!" and they're 

coming to fmct this summer! this musical 

theatre class will have students practicing 

music and dance, and have them putting their 

story creation skills to paper!

 

 

 

Decades of disney

June 12 - 16 

Join your favorite disney characters this 

summer to journey through the ages. this 

musical theatre class will have students 

practicing music and dance skills, and have them 

putting their story creation skills to paper!

 

SummeR Classes 2023



AGES 8-12:  Here is Rydell High's senior class of 1959: duck-tailed, hot- 
rodding "Burger Palace Boys" and their gum-snapping "Pink Ladies" in 
bobby sox and pedal pushers, evoking the look and sound of the 1950s. 

Head "greaser" Danny Zuko and new girl Sandy Dumbrowski try to 
relive the high romance of their "Summer Nights" while the rest of the 

gang sings and dances its way through their senior year. The hit musical, 
specially designed for young actors or audiences! Shorter and more 

suitable in content for teens and preteens, this abridged version retains 
the fun-loving and immortal songs that make Grease a favorite among 

rock 'n' roll fans of all ages!
 

July 5th – August 13th

REGISTER 
NOW!

https://fmct.org/education/#camps

